In times of uncertainty, people think back to the ''good ol' days'' when things were calmer, slower paced, and more secure. The grass was green but seldom needed to be cut; neighbors were friendly and helpful, but not intrusive. With that thought in mind, EAS 2002 returns to Somerset, New Jersey, to the Garden State Convention Center. Not only is EAS going back to its well-known home (after the excitement of Atlantic City), but EAS is going back to its well-known time, the week before Thanksgiving, November 18-21, 2002 .
Some things have changed at Somerset. The Garden State Convention Center has had a makeover since we last visited. The lighting is improved and the facilities have been upgraded. But the good things we rem ember about it rem ain: the free and plentiful parking, the jitneys that transport us from the convention center to the local hotels, the free coffee breaks on the exhibit oor, the friendly EAS volunteer staff, and the exhibit, short courses, workshops, and scienti c program. Speci c information on the latter can be found on the EAS web site: www.eas.org.
M y favorite part of EAS has always been the technical program. It gives me an opportunity to catch up on technology areas that I enjoy but may not encounter in my usual business day. The program also tells me where the rest of the analytical world is going. The EAS program always features sessions with speakers who have practical real-world problem-solving bents. This year's program is no different. The Program Comm ittee has organized over 55 technical sessions from Monday morning through Thursday afternoon. There are m ultiple sessions on NIR and chemometrics, as usual, but this year there are also interesting sessions on 19 F NM R, new developments in NMR, odor detection (e-nose), and on-line spectroscopic analysis. Along with traditional sessions on microscopy, separations, and MS, there are sessions on therm al analysis, SPM E, and ionic liquids (green chemistry). Sessions on applications to pharm aceutical, biological, and chemical terrorism , the W TC disaster, industrial hygiene, and forensics add a ''real-world'' bent to our work as analysts. The analytical chemists in art conservation have a session on Conservation of Cultural Heritage (via diverse methods) and a session that features young investigators in conservation science.
Keeping with the continuing objective of EAS to aid in the education of students, there are also sessions on effective ways to conduct undergraduate research and on teaching analytical chemistry. We have awarded free, expenses-paid trips to student awardees selected from nominations by college faculty from around the country. This will give them an opportunity to see the inner workings of a reasonably large scienti c meeting for the rst time.
(We hope we can spark their interest enough to becom e active in their profession when they graduate.) On Monday an all-day program is being held on fostering careers in chemistry. Dr. Elsa Reichmanis (ACS President-Elect) will lead som e college student af liates in working with high school students to show them how a professional chemist works and what he/she does daily. (Enrollment is limited. See the EAS website.)
One-and two-day short courses will again be offered. We have brought back updated versions of the popular courses offered recently, but we are also offering some new ones. ''How to Get M ore Out of Your Expensive NMR Instrument'' should get the attention of many who have taken the plunge for a high eld (high-priced) NMR instrum ent. Courses on sampling and statistics through analysis, data processing, and validation round out the selection of short courses.
Fifteen half-day workshops in topics from sampling, separations, MS, FT-IR, and Raman techniques to troubleshooting, LIMS, modern validation, and titrimetry will be offered. Applications chemists generally give these workshops. They represent an analytical technology area (multiple companies) attending the conference so that the participant will get a more balanced view of the instrumentation and topics.
Another sure thing at EAS is the exposition of scienti c equipment. The m ajor vendors of analytical resources will be there to show off their newest products, but also they will be there to offer their custom ers the opportunity for a one-on-one discussion in an informal setting. (The free coffee is on the exhibit oor during the program breaks, too.) The EAS exhibit has a diversity of analytical offerings but it is intimate enough to cover thoroughly in a day.
M any sponsoring organizations and af liates will be having m eetings during the week. The nal program will have all the details. An employment-clearing house will also be available. Registered EAS participants will be free to peruse the openings at this venue.
Please join us November 18-21, 2002. We look forward to seeing you in the familiar surroundings of Somerset, New Jersey. Visit the web site at www.eas.org to register.
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